American History

Civics-Government Standard 1:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of governmental systems of the United States and other nations with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution, the necessity for the rule of law, the civic values of the American republican government, and the rights, privileges, and responsibilities to become active participants in the democratic process.

Benchmark 1:
The student understands the rule of law as it applies individuals, family; school; local, state and national governments.


Indicators:  

1. Explains the purpose of rules and laws and why they are important in families, school, community, state and nation. (▲OTL 1:5:1) (M)
Benchmark 3: The student understands how the U.S. Constitution allocates and restricts power and responsibility in the government.

Indicators:

1. Describes the purposes, organization, and function of the three branches of government and independent regulatory agencies in relation to the U.S. Constitution. (D)
2. Knows the federal budgeting procedure and major areas of government spending (i.e., defense, social security, social programs). (D)
3. Explains the role the U.S. government plays in formulating economic and foreign policy. (M)
4. Recognizes and explains a current issue involving rights from an historical perspective (e.g., civil rights, native Americans, organized labor). (M)

Benchmark 4:The student identifies and examines the rights, privileges, and responsibilities in becoming an active civic participant.


Indicators:

1. Acquires and records relevant information about issues involving rights, privileges, and responsibilities. (D)
2. Examines the role of political parties in channeling public opinion, allowing people to act jointly, nominating candidates, conducting campaigns, and training future leaders.  (▲OTL 1:4:1) (D)
Benchmark 5:The student understands various systems of governments and how nations and international organizations interact.


Indicators:

1. Discuss the purpose of international relations both regional and world-wide (trade, defense, economic, and defense alliances, regional security). (M)

2. Examines the purpose and functions of multi-national organizations (e.g. NATO, International Red Cross, United Nations). (▲OTL 1:5:3) (D)
3. Identifies the types of local government (e.g., cities, townships, counties), and; the roles of people who make up local government. (e.g., police, mayor/city manager, county commissioner, city council members, school board members). (M)
4. Examines government responses to international affairs from an historical perspective (e.g., immigration, Spanish-American war,). (M)

Economics Standard 2: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of major economic concepts, issues, and systems of the United States and other nations; and applies decision-making skills as a consumer, producer, saver, investor, and citizen in an interdependent world.

Benchmark 1: The student understands how limited resources require choices.


Indicators:

1. Understand how scarcity of resources has caused Americans to adapt and make choices. (M)
Benchmark 2: The student understands how the market economy works in the United States.


Indicators:

1. Visualize the impact of inflation and deflation on the value of money and purchasing power. (M)
2. Explain how economic decisions of people can influence the market system. (M)
3. Explains the factors that could change the supply or demand for a product (e.g., societal values: prohibition of alcohol; scarcity of resources: war; technology: assembly line production).  (▲OTL 2:2:4) (D)
Benchmark 3:
The student analyzes how different economic systems, institutions, and incentives affect people.


Indicators:

1. Gives examples of factors that might influence international trade (e.g., United States economic sanctions, weather, exchange rate, war, boycotts, embargos). (M)

Benchmark 4:
The student analyzes the role of the government in the economy.


Indicators:

1. Gives examples of how monopolies affect consumers, the prices of goods, laborers, and their wages (e.g., monopolistic employers and development of labor unions; oil, steel, and railroad monopolies; anti-trust laws). (M)

Benchmark 5:
The student makes effective decisions as a consumer, producer, saver, investor, and citizen.


Indicators: 

1.  ($) Explains how the demand and supply of labor are influenced by productivity, education, skills, and retraining wage rates (e.g., spinning mills and the beginning of the modern factory system, the increased use of machinery throughout the Industrial Revolution, assembly lines).  (▲OTL 2:5:3) (▲4 2:5:1) (*M)
Geography Standard 3:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of the spatial organization of Earth’s surface and relationships among people, places, and physical and human environments in order to explain the interactions that occur in our interconnected world.

Benchmark 1: Maps and Location:
The student uses maps, graphic representations, tools, and technologies to locate, use, and present information about people, places, and environments.


Indicators:

1. Locates major physical and political features of Earth from memory and compares the relative locations of those features. (See Appendix).  (ΔOTL 3:1:1 also see pg. 289 in KSDE document) (*M)

2. Locates major political and physical features of Earth from memory and compare the relative locations of those features (see Appendix 2 for assessment items). (*M)
3. Develops and used different kinds of maps, globes, and graphs, charts and models, geographic tools, and technology to understand the world around them. (*M)
Benchmark 2:
Places and Regions:  The student analyzes the human and physical features that give places and regions their distinctive character.


Indicators:

1. Identifies and compares the physical characteristics of Kansas and regions of the United States (i.e. location, land and water features, climate, vegetation, resources; Southeast, Northeast, Great Plains, Rocky Mountains, Southwest, Pacific Northwest, Alaska, Hawaii). (M)
2. Identifies and compares the major physical characteristics of state, region, country, and world from a historical perspective. (Δ3 3:2:1) (M)
3. Explains how U.S. and world regions are interdependent (i.e., through trade, diffusion of ideas, human migration, economic networks, international conflicts, participation in international organizations). (M)
4. Explains the effects of a label on the image of a region (i.e., Rust Belt, Tornado Alley, Sun Belt, “The Great American Desert”). (M)
5. Identifies the various physical and human criteria that can be used to define a region (e.g., physical:  mountain, coastal, climate; human:  religion, ethnicity, language, economic, government).   (Δ7 3:2:4) (*M)
6. Identifies how Kansas, United States, and world regions are interdependent (e.g., through trade, diffusion of ideas, human migration, international conflicts and cooperation). (M)

7. Explains the effects of a label on the image of a region (e.g., Tornado Alley, Sun Belt, The Great “American” Desert). (M)

Benchmark 4:
Human Systems: The student understands how economic, political, cultural, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation, and conflict. 


Indicators:

1. Explain how migration contributed to the “melting pot” or “salad bowl” concept of American culture. (M)
2. Describe the consequences, both positive and negative, of industrialization and urbanization to our society.  (*M)
Benchmark 5:
Human-Environment Interactions: The student understands the effects of interactions between human and physical systems.


Indicators:

1. Describe the consequences of the use or misuse of resources, both in our nation’s past and today. (M)
2. Explains the relationship between resources and the exploration, colonization, and settlement patterns of different regions of the world (i.e., mercantilism, imperialism, colonialism, Gold Rush, Alaskan pipeline).  (*M)
History Standard 4: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and developments in the history of Kansas, the United States, and the world, utilizing essential analytical and research skills.

United States and Kansas History  (KS - indicates Kansas History indicator)

Benchmark 1:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points in the early years of the United States up to 1840.


Indicators:

1. Explains the major compromises made to create the Constitution (e.g., Three-Fifth’s Compromise, Great Compromise, Bill of Rights). (M)

2. Compares and contrasts nomadic and sedentary tribes in Kansas (e.g., food, housing, art, customs). KS (M)

Benchmark 2:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points pre Civil War (1840-1880).


Indicators:

1. Compares and contrasts different plans for Reconstruction (e.g., plans advocated by President Lincoln, congressional leaders, President Johnson). (M)

2. Discusses the impeachment and trial of President Andrew Johnson (e.g., constitutional powers and Edmund G. Ross). (M)

Benchmark 3:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points during the Gilded Age (1880-1914).


Indicators:

1. Explains how the rise of big business, heavy industry, and mechanized farming transformed American society. (M)
2. Interprets data from primary sources to describe the experiences of immigrants and native-born Americans of the late 19th century. (M)

3. Compares and contrasts the experiences of immigrants in urban versus rural settings. (M)

4. Uses primary source documents to determine the challenges faced by settlers and their means of adaptations (e.g., drought, depression, grasshoppers, lack of some natural resources, isolation). (M) 
5. Describes the movement for women’s suffrage and its effect on Kansas politics (e.g., the fight for universal suffrage, impact of women on local elections).  KS (M)
6. Examines the emergence of the United States in international affairs at the turn of the 20th century (e.g. debate over imperialism, Spanish-American War, Philippine Insurrection, Panama Canal, Open Door Policy, Roosevelt Corollary, Dollar Diplomacy) ((OTL 4.1.4) (*M)
Benchmark 4:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points in the beginning of Modern America (1915-1929).


Indicators:

1. Explains the challenges German Americans faced in Kansas during World War I (e.g., discrimination, movement against German languages). KS (M)

2. Explains the influence of Kansas writers and artists on the Harlem Renaissance (e.g., Langston Hughes, Frank Marshall Davis, Aaron Douglas, Coleman Hawkins). KS (M)

3. Identifies factors that contributed to changes in work, production and the rise of a consumer culture during the 1920’s (e.g., leisure time, technology, communication, travel, assembly line, credit buying). (M)

4. States various social conflicts in the early 1920’s (e.g., rural vs. urban, fundamentalism vs. modernism, prohibition, nativism, flapper vs. traditional woman’s role). (M)

5. Analyzes significant developments in race relations (e.g., rise of Ku Klux Klan, the Great Migration, race riots, NAACP, Tuskegee). (M)

6. Interprets how the arts, music, and literature reflected social change during the Jazz Age (e.g., Harlem Renaissance, F. Scott Fitzgerald, development of blues and jazz culture). (M)

Benchmark 5:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points during World War II and the Great Depression (1930-1945).


Indicators:

1. Analyzes the causes and impact of the Great Depression (e.g., overproduction, consumer debt, banking regulation, unequal distribution of wealth). (M)

2. Uses primary source materials to explore individual experiences in the Dust Bowl in Kansas (e.g., diaries, oral histories, letters).  (▲OTL 4:2:1) KS (*M)
3. Analyzes the costs and benefits of New Deal programs. (e.g., budget deficits vs. creating employment, expanding government: CCC, WPA, Social Security, TVA, community infrastructure improved, dependence on subsidies (▲11 4:2:2) (*M)
4. Identify the debate over expansion of federal government programs during the Depression (e.g., Herbert Hoover, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Alf Landon, Huey Long, Father Charles Coughlin). (M)

5. Recall the debate over and reasons for United States entry into World War II (e.g., growth of totalitarianism, America First Committee, neutrality, isolationism, Pearl Harbor). (M)

6. Discusses how WWII influenced the Home Front (e.g., women in the workplace, rationing, role of the radio in communicating news from the warfront, victory gardens, conscientious objectors) (▲11 4: 2: 6) (*M)
7. Understands the role of Kansas aviation companies in World War II . KS (M)

8. Describes the complexity of race and ethnic relations (e.g., Zoot Suit Riots, Japanese internment camps, American reaction to atrocities of Holocaust and unwillingness to accept Jewish refugees). (M) 

9. Examines the entry of the United States into the nuclear age (e.g., Manhattan Project, Truman’s decision to use the atomic bombs, opposition to nuclear weapons). (M)

Benchmark 6:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points in the era of Post War America (1945-1990).


Indicators:

1. Explains why the United States emerged as a superpower as the result of World War II. (M)

2. Analyzes the origins of the Cold War (e.g., establishment of the Soviet Bloc, Mao’s victory in China, Marshall Plan, Berlin Blockade, Iron Curtain) (▲11 4:3:2) (*M)

3. Identify the foreign policies of Truman and Eisenhower during the Cold War (e.g., establishment of the United Nations, containment, NATO, Truman Doctrine, Berlin Blockade, Korean War, Iron Curtain, U-2 incident). (M)

4. Summarize the foreign policies of Kennedy and Johnson during the Cold War (e.g., Cuban Missile Crisis, Berlin Wall, Vietnam War, Peace Corp). (M)

5. Interpret domestic life in the United States during the Cold War era (e.g., McCarthyism, federal aid to education, interstate highway system, space as the New Frontier, Johnson’s Great Society). (M)

6. Analyzes Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka as it relates to Kansas segregation laws and why it takes the lead in the Supreme Court case.  KS (M)

7. Examines the struggle for racial and gender equality and for the extension of civil rights (e.g., Brown vs., Board of Education of Topeka, Little Rock Nine, Martin Luther King Jr., Montgomery Bus Boycott, Voting Rights Act of 1965, Betty Freidan, NOW, ERA, Title IX) (▲11 4: 3:7) (*M)

8. Indentify the cause and effect of the counterculture in the United States (e.g., Sputnik, reaction to the Military Industrial Complex, assassinations of Kennedy and King, draft, Vietnam War, Watergate Scandal). (M)

9. Discusses events that contributed to the end of the Cold War (e.g., Détente, Nixon’s visit to China, SALT talks, expansion of the military-arms race, relationship between Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev). (M)

10. Recognize the causes and effects of the reform movements of the 1960s and 1970s (e.g., environmentalism – Rachel Carson, EPA; consumer protection – Ralph Nader; changes in the American labor movement – Cesar Chávez). (M)                                                                                                                                      

Benchmark 7:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points in the era of Contemporary United States History.


Indicators:

1. Examines the history of racial and ethnic relations in Kansas and applies this knowledge to current events. KS (M)

2. Examines the relationship of the United States to the rest of the world in the post-Cold War era (e.g., domestic and international terrorism, United States as the single superpower, United States involvement in the Middle East conflict, spread and resistance to United States popular culture). (M)

3. Describes the impact of developments in technology, global communication, and transportation. (M)

4. Examines United States immigration policy to understand the affects of legal and illegal immigration (e.g., political, social, economic). (M)

Benchmark 9:  the student engages in historical thinking skills.


Indicators:

1. Uses primary and secondary sources about and event in U.S. History to develop a credible interpretation of the event, evaluating on its meaning (e.g., uses provided primary and secondary sources to interpret a historical based conclusion) (▲11 4: 5: 3) (*M)
2. Examines different types of primary and secondary sources in Kansas history and analyzes them in terms of credibility, purpose, and point of view (e.g., census records, diaries, photographs, letters, government documents).  (Δ7 4:7:2) KS (*M)
3. Compares contrasting descriptions of the same event in the United States history to understand how people differ in their interpretation of historical events. (Δ8  1:4:4) (*M)
