We the People Standards

Civics-Government Standard 1:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of governmental systems of the United States and other nations with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution, the necessity for the rule of law, the civic values of the American republican government, and the rights, privileges, and responsibilities to become active participants in the democratic process.

Benchmark 1: The student understands the rule of law as it applies to individuals; family; school; local, state and national governments.

Indicators:

1. Evaluates the purposes and function of law.

2. Analyzes how the rule of law can be used to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good (e.g., eminent domain, martial law during disasters, health and safety issues).  

Benchmark 2:  The student understands the shared ideals and diversity of American society and political culture.

Indicators:

1. Examines the fundamental values and principles of the American political tradition as expressed in historic documents, speeches and events, and ways in which these values and principles conflict (e.g., equal opportunity and fairness vs. affirmative action).

Benchmark 3:  The student understands how the United States Constitution allocates power and responsibility in the government.

Indicators:

1. Describes the purposes, organization, and functions of the three branches of government and independent regulatory agencies in relation to the United States Constitution.
2. Explains Constitutional powers (e.g., expressed/enumerated, implied, inherent, reserved, concurrent).

Benchmark 4:  The student identifies and examines the rights, privileges, and responsibilities in becoming an active civic participant.

Indicators:

1. Examines the role of political parties in channeling public opinion, allowing people to act jointly, nominating candidates, conducting campaigns, and training future leaders.  

2. Explains how public policy is formed and carried out at local, state, and national levels and what roles individuals and groups can play in the process.

3. Analyzes policies, actions, and issues regarding the rights of individuals to equal protection under the law.

4. Examines issues regarding political rights (e.g., to be an informed voter, participate in the political process, assume leadership roles

5. Examines the role of interest groups and their impact on governmental policy.

6. Analyzes issue regarding economic freedoms within the United States (e.g., free enterprise, rights of individual choice, government regulation).

Benchmark 5:  The student understands various systems of governments and how nations and international organizations interact.

Indicators:

1. Compares various governmental systems with that of the United States government in terms of sovereignty, structure, function, decision-making processes, citizenship roles, and political culture and ideology (e.g., systems: constitutional monarchy, parliamentary democracy, dictatorship, totalitarianism)
2. Examines a position concerning the use of various tools in carrying out United States foreign policy (e.g., trade sanctions, extension of the “most favored nation” status, military interventions).

3. Examines the issues of social justice and human rights as expressed in the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights.

