Civics & Government

Civics-Government Standard 1:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of governmental systems of the United States and other nations with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution, the necessity for the rule of law, the civic values of the American republican government, and the rights, privileges, and responsibilities to become active participants in the democratic process.

Benchmark 1:
The student understands the rule of law as it applies individuals, family; school; local, state and national governments.


Indicators:  

1. Explains the purpose of rules and laws and why they are important in families, school, community, state and nation. (▲OTL 1:5:1) (M)
2. Evaluates the purpose and function of law. (*M)
3. Analyzes how the rule of law can be used to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good (i.e., eminent domain, martial law during disasters, health and safety issues.  (▲OTL 1:1:2) (*M)
4. Defines the difference between criminal and civil law as it applies to individual citizens (e.g., criminal: felony, misdemeanor, crimes against people, crimes against property, white-collar crimes, victimless crimes; civil: contracts, property settlements, child custody). (M)

5. Evaluates the importance of the rule of law in protecting individual rights and promoting the common good. (M)

6. Explains the recurring problems and solutions involving minority rights (e.g., Title IX, job discrimination, affirmative action). (M)

Benchmark 2: The student understands the shared ideals and the diversity of American society and political culture.


Indicators:

1. Recognizes that a nation’s values are embodied in its constitution, statutes, and important court cases (i.e., Dred Scott v. Sandford, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Topeka Board of Education). (M)
2. Understands core civic values inherent in the United States Constitution, Bill of Rights, and Declaration of Independence that have been the foundation for unity in American society (e.g., right to free speech, religion, press, assembly; equality; human dignity; civic responsibility, sovereignty of the people).  (▲OTL 1:2:2) (*M)
3. Recognize contributions of world culture to U.S. government (Magna Carta, Ten Commandments, Athenian Democracy, Roman Republic). (M)
4. Understands that the United States Constitution is written by and for the people and it defines the authority and power given to the government as well as recognizes the rights retained by the state governments and the people (e.g., separation of power, limited government, state’s rights, the concept “by and for the people”) (M)

5. Identify historical examples of how legislative, executive, and judicial powers have been challenged at the national level (e.g., secession, appointment of officials, Marbury v Madison). (M)

Benchmark 3: The student understands how the U.S. Constitution allocates and restricts power and responsibility in the government.


Indicators:

1. Explains Constitutional powers (i.e., expressed/enumerated, concurrent, implied, inherent, and reserved).  (▲OTL 1:3:2) (*M)
2. Describes how the United States Constitution supports the principle of majority rule but also protects the rights of the minority. (*M)
3. Describes the purposes, organization, and function of the three branches of government and independent regulatory agencies in relation to the U.S. Constitution. (*M)
4. Knows the federal budgeting procedure and major areas of government spending (i.e., defense, social security, social programs). (*M)
5. Explains the role the U.S. government plays in formulating economic and foreign policy. (M)
6. Explains how authority and responsibility are balanced and divided between national and state governments in a federal system (e.g., federal: postage regulation, coinage of money, federal highways, national defense; state: state highways, state parks, education). (M)

7. Describes how citizens, legislators, and interest groups are involved in a bill becoming a law at the state level. (M)

8. Explains why separation of powers and a system of checks and balances are important to limit government. (M)

9. Compares the popular vote with the Electoral College as a means to elect government officials. (M)

10. Recognizes and explains a current issue involving rights from an historical perspective (e.g., civil rights, native Americans, organized labor). (M)

Benchmark 4:The student identifies and examines the rights, privileges, and responsibilities in becoming an active civic participant.


Indicators:

1. Acquires and records relevant information about issues involving rights, privileges, and responsibilities. (*M)
2. Defines issues regarding civic responsibilities of citizens (e.g. obeying the law, paying taxes, voting, jury duty, serving our country, involved in the political process). (M)
3. Examines the role of political parties in channeling public opinion, allowing people to act jointly, nominating candidates, conducting campaigns, and training future leaders.  (▲OTL 1:4:1) (*M)
4. Explains how public policy is formed and carried out at local, state, and national levels. (D)
5. Illustrates issues regarding economic rights within the United States (i.e., free enterprise, rights of choice, government regulation). (M)
Benchmark 5:The student understands various systems of governments and how nations and international organizations interact.


Indicators:

1. Compares various political systems/economic systems with that of the republican government of the U.S. in terms of ideology, structure, function, institutions, decision-making processes, citizenship roles and political culture (i.e., constitutional monarchy, parliamentary democracy, dictatorships, capitalism, fascism, socialism, communism, tribal government). (*M)

2. Discuss the purpose of international relations both regional and world-wide (trade, defense, economic, and defense alliances, regional security). (M)

3. Examines the purpose and functions of multi-national organizations (e.g. NATO, International Red Cross, United Nations). (▲OTL 1:5:3) (*M)
4. Examines the use of various tools in carrying out U.S. foreign policy (e.g., trade sanctions, extension of “most favored nation” status, military interventions). (M)

5. Describes the ways political systems meet or fail to meet the needs and wants of their citizens (e.g., republic, democracy, monarchy, dictatorship oligarchy, theocracy). (M)

6. Defines the characteristics of nations (e.g., territory, population, government, sovereignty). (M)
7. Identifies the types of local government (e.g., cities, townships, counties), and; the roles of people who make up local government. (e.g., police, mayor/city manager, county commissioner, city council members, school board members) (M)
Economics Standard 2: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of major economic concepts, issues, and systems of the United States and other nations; and applies decision-making skills as a consumer, producer, saver, investor, and citizen in an interdependent world.

Benchmark 1: The student understands how limited resources require choices.


Indicators:

1. Identifies substitutes and complements for selected goods and services. (*M)
2. Explains how economic choices made by societies have intended and unintended consequences. (e.g., mercantilism, “planned economy” under Soviet Union, Adam Smith-Invisible hand/Laissez Faire).  (▲OTL 2:1:2) (*M)
Benchmark 2: The student understands how the market economy works in the United States.


Indicators:

1. Uses a diagram to explain the importance of the circular flow to a market economy (illustration: firms make products, sell the products, households earn income and buy the products, the money goes to the firms who use the money to pay for the resources they use or hire (workers), who take the money back to the households, and so on). (*M)
2. Visualize the impact of inflation and deflation on the value of money and purchasing power. (D)
3. Explain how economic decisions of people can influence the market system. (D)
4. Explains the importance of economic growth to an economy and how GDP is used to measure it. (*M)
5. Explains the factors that could change the supply or demand for a product (e.g., societal values: prohibition of alcohol; scarcity of resources: war; technology: assembly line production).  (▲OTL 2:2:4) (*M)
6. Distinguish the role of money, banking, and the Federal Reserve System in the economy (e.g., interest rates, monetary policy). (M)
Benchmark 3:
The student analyzes how different economic systems, institutions, and incentives affect people.


Indicators:

1. Individuals and nations have a comparative advantage in the production of goods for services if they can produce a product at a lower opportunity cost than other individuals or nations. (*M)
2. Compares characteristics of traditional command, market, and mixed economies on the basis of property rights, factors of production and locus of economic decision-making (e.g., what, how for whom).  (▲OTL 2:3:2) (*M)
Benchmark 4:
The student analyzes the role of the government in the economy.


Indicators:

1. Explains why certain goods and services are provided by the government (e.g., infrastructure, schools, waste management, national defense). (M)
2. Describe the impact of government regulation, or lack thereof, with in a market economy. (M)
3. Explains the advantages and disadvantages when fiscal policy is used by the Federal Government to influence the U.S. economy (e.g., change in taxes, spending). (M)
4. Evaluates the relationship between Federal budget and the national debt (e.g., deficits, surpluses) and the national debt. (M)
5. Analyzes how trade agreements affect international trade and economic and social conditions (i.e., GATT, NAFTA, Most Favored Nation Status). (*M)
6. Evaluates the costs and benefits of governmental economic and social policies on society (e.g., minimum wage laws, anti-trust laws, EPA Regulations, Social Security, farm subsidies, international sanctions on agriculture, Medicare, unemployment insurance, corporate tax credits, public work projects).  

      (▲OTL 2:4:4) (*M)

7.
Identifies goods and services provided by local, state, and national governments (e.g., transportation, education, defense). (M)

Benchmark 5:
The student makes effective decisions as a consumer, producer, saver, investor, and citizen.


Indicators: 

1. Understands basic concepts of interest and how it is calculated. (M) 

2. ($) Explains how an individual’s income will differ in the labor market depending on supply and demand for his/her skills, abilities, and/or education level.  (OTL 2.5.2) (*M)
3. ($) Illustrate the costs and benefits of investment alternatives (e.g., stock market, bonds, real estate).  (ΔOTL 2:5:6) (*M)

Geography Standard 3:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of the spatial organization of Earth’s surface and relationships among people, places, and physical and human environments in order to explain the interactions that occur in our interconnected world.

Benchmark 1: Maps and Location:
The student uses maps, graphic representations, tools, and technologies to locate, use, and present information about people, places, and environments.


Indicators:

1. Locates major physical and political features of Earth from memory and compares the relative locations of those features. (See Appendix).  (ΔOTL 3:1:1 also see pg. 289 in KSDE document) (*M)

2. Locates major political and physical features of Earth from memory and compare the relative locations of those features (see Appendix 2 for assessment items). (*M)
3. Develops and used different kinds of maps, globes, and graphs, charts and models, geographic tools, and technology to understand the world around them. (*M)
Benchmark 2:
Places and Regions:  The student analyzes the human and physical features that give places and regions their distinctive character.


Indicators:

1. Identifies and compares the major physical characteristics of state, region, country, and world from a historical perspective. (Δ3 3:2:1) (M)
Benchmark 4:
Human Systems: The student understands how economic, political, cultural, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation, and conflict. 


Indicators:

1. Examines reasons for variation in population distribution (e.g., environment, migration, government policies, birth and death rates). (M)

History Standard 4: The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and developments in the history of Kansas, the United States, and the world, utilizing essential analytical and research skills.

United States and Kansas History  (KS - indicates Kansas History indicator)

Benchmark 2:  The student uses a working knowledge and understanding of individual, group ideas, developments, and turning points pre Civil War (1840-1880).


Indicators:

1. Discusses the impact of constitutional interpretation during the era (e.g., Dred Scott vs. Sanford, Plessy vs. Ferguson, Lincoln’s suspension of Habeas Corpus). (M)

Benchmark 9:  the student engages in historical thinking skills.


Indicators:

1. Uses primary and secondary sources about and event in U.S. History to develop a credible interpretation of the event, evaluating on its meaning (e.g., uses provided primary and secondary sources to interpret a historical based conclusion) (▲11 4: 5: 3) (*M)
