UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 113

Board of Education office Preparing Kids, Shaping the Future
1619 South Old HWY 75
Sabetha Kansas 66534

Mintues - Special BOE Meeting, Monday, July 27, 2020 6:00 PM
Held at Sabetha Middle School Media Center, 751 Bluejay Blvd., Sabetha, KS

Board President Ed Reznicek called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Board members present were
Kathy Lippert, Ann Shaughnessy, Dr. Jeff DeMint, Jim Scoby, Leslie Scoby, and Kent Saylor. Also
present were Superintendent Todd Evans, Board Clerk Deb Damman, and other as listed on the attached
sheet which becomes part of these minutes. Mr. Reznicek welcomed the public in the room as well as
those attending by YouTube.

Mr. Reznicek shared that the Nemaha County Commissioners ordered that all schools in Nemaha County
adopt and utilize the guildelines set forth in the Operations section of KSDE’s Navigating Change
document, and that no school shall be required to meet the requirements of Executive Order No. 20-59.
The Nemaha County Board of County Commissioners Public Health Order is attached and becomes part
of these minutes.

Jane Sunderland, Nemaha County Health Officer, shared current Nemaha County COVID-19 statistics
with the Board.

A letter to the School Board Members and Public School Administrators with recommendations from 8
practicing physicians in Nemaha County was presented. Dr. Chris Tramp, M.D, was present to provide
information and answer questions regarding the letter and general COVID-19 information. The
Physicians’ letter to the Board is attached and becomes a part of these minutes.

Mr. Evans presented the USD 113 Prairie Hills Return-to-School Plan and went over the changes that had
been made since the last meeting. The Board suggested a few additional modifications.

Motion was made by Kathy Lippert, seconded by Kent Saylor, to adopt the Return-to-School Plan
including the modifications discussed. Motion carried 7-0. The USD Return to School Plan is attached
and becomes part of these minutes.

Mr. Evans presented an updated version of the Code No. 99 Notice of Hearing 2020-2021 Budget sheet.
Motion was made by Leslie Scoby, seconded by Kent Saylor, to approve the Code 99 for publication.
Motion carried 6-1, with Jim Scoby opposed.

At 7:05 p.m., Kathy Lippert made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ann Shaughnessy.
Motion carried 7-0.

Board President Board Clerk



NEMAHA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER

WHEREAS, on the 27" day of July, 2020, the Board of County Commissioners of
Nemaha County, Kansas, considers Executive Order No. 20-59 issued by Kansas Governor
Laura Kelly.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners finds that a disaster has occurred, or
the threat of thereof is imminent within Nemaha County, Kansas, as a result of the Coronavirus
pandemic (COVID-19) and the confirmed outbreak and person-to-person spread of COVID-19
in the United States of America, the State of Kansas, and Nemaha County.

WHEREAS, as a result of the Coronavirus pandemic, Kansas Governor Laura Kelly has
issued Executive Order No. 20-59 which includes mitigation procedures schools must follow
including orders mandating the wearing of face masks, social distancing, the use of hand
sanitizer, and the taking of temperatures before entering buildings.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners have consulted with the Nemaha
County Local Health Officer regarding Executive Order No. 20-59.

WHEREAS, the Nemaha County Local Health Officer strongly recommends that schools
adopt and utilize, at a minimum, the guidelines set forth in the “Operations” section of
“Navigating Change — Kansas’ Guide to Learning and School Safety Operations.”

WHEREAS, all eight physicians in Nemaha County also recommend that schools adopt
and utilize, at a minimum, the guidelines set forth in the “Operations” section of “Navigating
Change — Kansas’ Guide to Learning and School Safety Operations.”

WHEREAS, the Kansas State Board of Education unanimously voted to approve the
guidelines set forth in “Navigating Change — Kansas® Guide to Leamning and School Safety
Operations.”

WHEREAS, pursuant to K.S.A. 48-925(h), the Board of County Commissioners may
issue an order relating to public health that includes provisions that are less stringent than the
provisions of an executive order issued by the Governor.

WHEREAS, having consulted with the Nemaha County Local Health Officer,
implementation of the full scope of the provisions in Executive Order No. 20-39 is not necessary
to protect the public health and safety of students, teachers, and others in Nemaha County.

WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to issue an order relating to public health that
includes provisions that are less stringent than those included in Executive Order No. 20-59.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED by the Board of County Commissioners of
Nemaha County, Kansas, pursuant to K.S.A. 48-925(h), that:

1. Itis ordered that all schools in Nemaha County adopt and utilize, at a minimum, the
guidelines set forth in the “Operations™ section of “Navigating Change — Kansas’
Guide to Leamning and School Safety Operations.”

2. No school shall be required to abide the requirements set forth Governor Laura
Kelly’s Executive Order No. 20-59, which shall have no force and effect in Nemaha
County.

ORDERED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF NEMAHA COUNTY,
KANSAS, THIS 27" DAY OF JULY, 2020.

Board of County Commissioners
of Nemaha County, Kansas
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Tim Burdiek, Chairman
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Dennis Henry, Co-Chairman (/
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ary S;;o/by, Member

Attested by:
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Nemaha County Clerk




July 27, 2020

Public School Board Members of Nemaha County
Public School Administrators of Nemaha County
Unified School Districts 113, 115, 380

RE: Return to School Guidelines
Dear School Board Members and Unified School District Administrators,

The eight practicing physicians of Nemaha County stand united in the following comments and
recommendations.

COVID-19 infections continue to surge in the state of Kansas and pose a formidable threat to the health
of the public. As we make preparations for a successful return to school our students, families, teachers
and administrators are in need of sound public health guidance and recommendations for mitigating the
spread of COVID-19.

It is generally agreed upon that the physical presence of students and teachers in school is the optimal
mode of delivery of quality education. However, it is widely accepted amongst medical professionals
and public health officials that close contact involving large crowds within closed spaces is high risk
activity for clustering and viral outbreak. Therefore, the physical presence of students and teachers in
school will promote this clustering and outbreak potential and will inherently increase the risk of
uncontrolled spread of COVID-19 and other communicable diseases.

The Governor of the State of Kansas in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Health and
Environment, the Kansas State Department of Education and the American Academy of Pediatrics have
each issued detailed operational guidelines for the use of masks, regular temperature checks, frequent
hand sanitation, and other social distancing measures during school sessions. We agree that these
practices are the most reliable measures for control of COVID-19 and other communicable diseases.

We recognize the potential grievances and discomfort that these major social and personal changes will
require of the public, including our children. We also recognize that mask wearing, particularly in young
children could pose a potential for mild communication difficulties, social hinderances and mask
compliance issues. However, we unanimously and emphatically agree that the value of universal mask
wearing for disease control in congregate settings far outweighs any potential minor hardships.
Furthermore, proper mask wearing does not pose any significant health risks to individuals, except in
extreme and rare instances. Furthermore, it should be stated that proper masking is a cornerstone
public health measure that has been proven time and again to significantly prevent and reduce the
spread of communicable airborne illness, such as COVID-19.



We recognize that the rural location and relatively sparse population of our county is an asset at this
time, but also caution you that to date we have identified many COVID infections and we expect many
more to come throughout the following months. The health and safety of our children is paramount and
we are fortunate that severe disease from COVID-19 is rare in children. However, this county has a large
subpopulation of high risk individuals, including many teachers, school employees, and family members
of students. Children can certainly be vectors of this disease.

Additionally, it is fact, as evidenced by yearly history, that many common communicable diseases spread
rapidly and thoroughly through the school aged population when school activities are in session. In this
particular school year, any person with symptoms of an infectious disease will be precluded from school
attendance until the proper isolation and quarantine guidelines and desirable testing recommendations
are followed. Those isolation and quarantine guidelines may require days, if not weeks, of school
absenteeism, not only for the infected student, teacher, or staff member but possibly also for the
household contacts of that person.

In all due consideration, the unmitigated spread of infectious diseases, especially COVID-19, will severely
impact the ability for schools to remain operational and effective at delivering quality education to the
students of this county.

Therefore, it is the unanimous opinion of the eight practicing physicians of Nemaha County and the
Nemaha County public health officer that the school districts of Nemaha County abide in full compliance
with the guidelines put forth by the bodies of expertise as listed above. Furthermore, we recommend
that each school district work within their means to adopt the custom procedures and detailed
operational processes to ensure compliance in a reliable and meaningful way and to include local heaith
authorities for guidance and practical input in this regard.

Thank you for your dedication to our children and families.
Sincerely,

Dr. Tony Bartkoski

Dr. Kevin Kennally

Dr. James Longabaugh
Dr. Heather Myers

Dr. Jarod Snyder

Dr. Angela Stueve

Dr. Chris Tramp

Dr. Gregg Wenger
Jane Sunderland, RN
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Department of Health
and Environment

J SYMPTOMS COVID-19* ALLERGIES
e Common : : .
/0 Fever {measured at 100 F No
or higher) i : .
wWhs '
Headache Sometimes ense Sometimes
2 (o\; General . on, ofte
o " Sometimes No
X aches, pains Bve
ﬁa‘zn Fatigue, Sometimes 3 s lip S ti
; - ometi
\oUb weakness PVere Sy
]' Extreme ?ometimes . X &
i@ = (progresses o
I exhaustion |,y
: Stuffy nose |Rare Some = Common
N )
’@‘_ Sneezing Rare 0 5 Common
\f’;r Sore throat |Rare . ; No
( ;"C} Cough Common : : Sometimes
) hecome s¢
()., Shortness |inmore R
//A\\// of breath serious infections ’ Common
7/ Runny nose |Rare Sometimes Common
PJ— Diarrhea Sometimes Some 2 No
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