
 

 

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 113 

Board of Education office    Preparing Kids, Shaping the Future 

1619 South Old HWY 75  

Sabetha Kansas 66534 

 
Minutes of the Special Board of Education meeting, Saturday February 4, 2023 10:00 AM 

Held at the Wetmore Academic Center, 321 6th Street, Wetmore KS  

 

The purpose of this meeting was to conduct a public hearing for the proposed closure of the 

Wetmore Academic Center 

 

1. Call the meeting to order 

 

President Leslie Scoby called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  President Scoby led the meeting with the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  Jim Scoby said the prayer.  Board members present were Kathy Lippert, Anissa 

Bloom, Kent Saylor, Phillip Buessing, Jim Scoby, and Stan Keim.  Also present were Superintendent 

Todd Evans, Board Clerk Deb Damman, and those listed on the attached sign-in sheet. 

 

2. Public Hearing for the Proposed Closure of the Wetmore Academic Center 

 

Lori Kopp, Kansas Association of School Board attorney introduced herself, the Board and Mr. Evans.   

Ms. Kopp explained the purpose of the meeting, a hearing to close the Wetmore Academic Center. 

 

Mr. Evans shared financial information that had been requested showing the impact of Lookback or 

Adjusted weighting on the viability formula.  He provided a brief review on how students are counted and 

weighted for use in state formulas and the viability formula that was adopted by the Board.   

 

Mr. Evans then shared rationale supportive of the closure of the Wetmore Academic Center.   A copy of 

his statement is attached to and becomes part of these minutes. 

 

Mr. Evans provided a letter to the USD 113 Board of Education from the USD 335 Board of Education 

regarding the potential closure of Wetmore.  The letter is attached and becomes part of these minutes. 

 

Ms. Kopp opened up the floor to individuals who wished to address the Board regarding the closure of 

Wetmore Academic Center.  Each individual was allowed 5 minutes to speak to the Board: 

 

The following members of the public released their time to others: 

 

Steve Sheldon and Kamber Wommack released their time to Andrea Lagos. 

Kathi Noe and Wes Noe released their time to Analyssa Noe 

Mathew Rice released his time to Analyssa Noe 

 

The following members of the public spoke to the Board: 

 

Ryan Schuler, Goff, is a sophomore at Wetmore – gave Board a student’s perspective on 

Wetmore closure.   

 

Jessica Atwood, 27- year resident of Wetmore, graduate of Wetmore – spoke supporting the 

quality of staff in Wetmore. 

 



 

 

Linda Boyd, Wetmore – was English teacher at Wetmore High School for 42 years – spoke in 

support of Wetmore 

 

Matt Walters, Wamego, KS spoke in support of Wetmore.   

 

Rodney Burdiek, Wetmore –- had remarks about prior meeting comments. 

 

Sarah Cormier, Wetmore – read a letter for student Clayton Murrow, who could not attend the 

meeting.  Clayton’s letter declared that the school was the heart of Wetmore, and would not like 

to go anywhere else.   

 

Michelle Flewelling – her children will not attend Sabetha, and she would like land transferred. 

 

Andy Henry, 2015 graduate of Wetmore – spoke in support of Wetmore 

 

Kyla Milligan – 8th grade Wetmore student – had gone to a larger school prior to Wetmore and 

ended up coming back to Wetmore.  Her message was that teachers give you more attention in a 

smaller school.   

 

Ethan Schmitz, Kansas City – attended B&B.  Married to Brianna Boden, Wetmore.  Spoke in 

support of Wetmore school. 

 

Brianna Schmitz, Kansas City.  Wetmore 2014 grad – spoke in support of Wetmore 

 

Matt Kramer, Bancroft – one child in Wetmore, two kids not in school yet.  Would like his land 

taxes and unearned revenue to go with the children. 

 

Matt Bloom, rural Goff – have two grade school kids in Wetmore.  Why has attendance dropped 

so much.  There are students in the Wetmore area that don’t go to school here, but there are plans 

to help bring students in. 

 

James Dobbins, Section 32, Harrison township (Goff) – spoke in support of Wetmore. 

 

Malori Henry, rural Goff – speaking for Lynsie and Jeff Tanking who could not attend.  Children 

will not attend school in Sabetha if Wetmore is closed.  Land valuation should follow students. 

 

Matthew Rice, Wetmore – said he has heard about finances and teachers, but not the kids.  Take 

care of the kids. 

 

Corey Bloom, Wetmore – spoke in support of Wetmore schools. 

 

Tabetha Schuller, Goff – have 3 children in WAC, who will not attend Sabetha.  Would like land 

to follow kids. 

 

Taygan Fischer, Wetmore 8th grader – closing the school would hurt students and staff.  Afraid 

she won’t find staff who cares in a bigger school. 

 

Susan Bloom, Netawaka – grandchildren attend Wetmore – Wetmore community supports the 

Wetmore schools – parental involvement is high.   

 

Ginny Pfrang, rural Goff – spoke in support of Wetmore schools. 



 

 

 

Andrea Meggison, rural Goff – has 3 children, 2 attend Wetmore.  Would like land valuation to 

follow the children to the school they attend. 

 

Riggsby Scott – on behalf of her father, she informed the Board that she and her brother will not 

be attending Sabetha.   

 

Deandra Lighthiser, 8th grade student – doesn’t want to go to a new school and be separated from 

her friends.   

 

Andrea Lagos, Wetmore – 15 minutes due to donated times.  Spoke in support of Wetmore 

schools.  Provided suggestions for other alternatives rather than closing Wetmore. 

 

Analyssa Noe – 17.5 minutes due to donated time.  Spoke in support of Wetmore.  Asked Board 

for time to prepare for a path forward and to give time to manage the transition. 

 

Ms. Kopp thanked everyone for their time, and recommended that the Board take the information that 

they heard today under consideration for possible action to be taken at another Board meeting.  Ms. Kopp 

concluded the hearing. 

 

 

3. Adjourn 

 

Motion made by Kathy Lippert, seconded by Phillips Buessing, to adjourn.  Motion passed 7-0.  Meeting 

adjourned at 12:11 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________                 _______________________________ 
Board President       Board Clerk 










